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Mt.5:139 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown
out and trampled under foot by men.

14 "You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;

15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house.

16* "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good

works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Jesus has come to establish and eventually consummate His kingdom. Until the
time of His return to consummate the kingdom, we as his disciples have been given
teaching by our Savior on the norms of the Christian life as members of the
kingdom in the beatitudes, the first part of the Sermon on the Mount.

We have been taught about the progression that must be evident in the life of a
true believer and disciple of Christ and the ongoing maturity that must be
evidenced in some degree. If these things are not evident, then there is no true
conversion or hope to be a member of the eternal kingdom of God as a son of God.
In the next part of Jesus’ sermon we move from the norms of the kingdom to the
Witness of the kingdom.

All of what Jesus has previously taught is to prepare us to be witnesses of the
Kingdom.

The evidence of a true conversion that produces qualities of recognizing our
sinfulness, hating sin and mourning over it, being willing to be made into what God
wants us to be, , hungering and desiring after God and His righteousness, being
merciful, having a heart that is pure and wanting conformity with the will of God
through the transformation of our minds, our hearts, being peacemakers and
knowing that living like this will bring persecution in some way or form because we

are truly not of this world.

How logical of Jesus to then instruct us that all of this is required because we are

the witnesses of the kingdom of God. All of these norms of the Christian life are
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there for a very specific purpose and that is to be witnesses of the kingdom. These
norms are what constitute being a witness for the kingdom of God.

The teaching we have from Jesus is the believer as a witness. It is not enough to be
a believer. There is a purpose that is clear for the believer and that is as a witness
of and for the kingdom.

Meditate for a moment on how logical this is.

Jesus has already told us that when we live according to the norms of the kingdom
we will attract attention even if it is only in the form of opposition. You cannot be a
Christian under any normal circumstances and live in vacuum - you cannot live in
some kind of monkish isolation and claim to be a Christian or try to make some
foolish argument that you and God have differences or say some idiotic thing like
“God and | have issues.” No, God never has issues. And all we have is sin in
disobedience.

Don’t tell me your friend or relative is a Christian when they have no desire for the
Word of God, no desire to be with God’s people, no desire to live according to the
norms of the kingdom or have no desire to be a witness for the kingdom. That is a
perfect picture of a godless person who does not know Christ by a supernatural
rebirth from above that comes by God’s grace and grace alone.

Anyone who would have the boldness to say that they are a Christian and have that
kind of an attitude has suffered from a man made conversion not a God made one.
God changes the heart and right understanding and reasoning follows, not perfectly
but it follows and matures as we learn to trust and obey.

Jesus is proclaiming that we have a purpose in the world regardless of how our
witness is received. We are here to leave a mark on the world. We are here to make
a difference in this sinful, unholy, wicked and depraved world of sinners whether it is
appreciated or not. In the end, all the world is without Christ and is nothing but a

heap of sin and all the results of sinners living in sin.
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And yet God puts good things in the midst of all of this even though it may be
corrupted by sin. The beauty of His creation, music, art, poetry, books that have
value, and even lost people who even in their sin can seem to be nicer people than
most Christians we know.

But we are to show mercy and be meek and be peacemakers not compromisers.
And so it is amazing to me that Jesus uses the metaphors of salt and light to
describe what our witness is to be like.

The world is rotting and putrefying in sin, like meat left too long in the midday sun
in the open market in Jerusalem. But when the proper salt is added to treat the
meat, it delays the rotting process.

This is an incredible truth about why God has his kingdom people.

All foods are not enjoyed by everybody and they still have to be preserved,
prepared, and served properly.

We are the salt of the earth Jesus says. We are the preservative for anything thing
that may be good in this sin ridden world.

Everyplace place where there is a genuine normal Christian living as they should is a
better place to some degree than if they were not there.

So when entire villages of Christians are murdered and burned out, the place is
worse that what it was regardless of the intolerance to the Christians. The place
was a better place because they were there.

Wherever it is you work, it is a better place because of you. Your department, your
office, your classroom, your assembly line would be a worse and more sinful place if
you were not there. If you are living out the norms of the kingdom you are making a
difference whether it is appreciated or not and sometimes it is appreciated.

People recognize something different about you and ask your opinion or see that
you do not compromise on certain moral matters and they admit to you that that

they are morally indifferent and this gives you an opportunity to build a bridge to
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the gospel, whether it is received or not. But you by God’s grace have made a
difference.

They may appreciate your kinder words or gentler attitude when you don’t have to
be kinder or gentler especially if you are a supervisor or some other kind of
authority in the workplace.

My wife counsels me at times and says,” it is not what you have said that is wrong
but the tone of your voice that makes it unacceptable.”

And so we are the salt of the earth and this is meant to keep us from compromise.
It means we are here for a purpose and God cares enough about sinners to preserve
His people and the word of God through the ages so all sinners who He will save by
His grace for His purpose and for His pleasure will be saved.

As | said earlier, a true believer cannot be isolated from the church or from the
world.

The same goes for compromise.

Ligon Duncan, an elder at First Presbyterian church in Jackson Miss. says this about
compromise

“Why if the world hates us for who we are, one sure way to get along with the
world is to just give in at a few points. Well, why do we want to be so dogmatic, so
distinctive, so different, surely we are being a little over the top, a little bit
extreme in our commitment. Surely we can give in on these points. So isolation and
compromise are both temptations that every generation of Christians faces as we
contemplate what our proper relationship is to the world. The Lord Jesus is waiting
for us in those temptations. And He is saying, don’t do that. You are salt, you are
light. Now just as almost every Christian knows the temptation to withdraw from
the world and to be indifferent to it, or to compromise with the world and actually
accommodate our thinking, our living, our desires according to the world .We know
Christians, who in their quest not to compromise, have ended up hating the world
and everything in it. Not only do they relish the thought of the world being burned
in the intense flames of the judgment of God, but they do not care how many
people go to hell. They do not care about witnessing to them, and they do not care
about their own lives and making them better and contributing to them, they just
do not care. They are antagonistic to the world. There are Christians today, who
would like to take that tact in their relationship to the world. We live in a land
which has been blessed with things precisely because of God’s blessings. And our
land has turned its back upon God, and so there are many Christians who are
frankly mad about that. And they want to relate to this world by crucifying it. They
respond to the tendency to compromise on the part of some of their brethren by
being totally antagonistic. They are in a combat mode against the world.”
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But | remind you that Jesus said we are here to make a difference.

Vs. 13 but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by
men.

You become absolutely foolish in the eyes of men and of no value to the kingdom if
you lose your saltiness. For someone to say that they are a Christian and not live
according to the norms of the kingdom while in the world will be seen for the
hypocrisy that it is and the world will completely disregard you and the church will
have need to discipline you and at the worst expel you and turn you over to Satan
for chastisement with the hope that it will bring repentance and a full heart for

doing kingdom service.

And in making a difference we are also told

14You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;

15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all who are in the house.16 "Let your light shine before men in
such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in
heaven.

The Lord Jesus is saying, | didn’t give you light, | didn’t make you light, | didn’t
enlighten your hearts and your minds so that you could keep it to yourself. | did it
so that you would share it with the world, so that you would influence the world by
truth. You are to be spiritual light in the midst of depravity. You are to be spiritual
wisdom in the midst of untruth. And that requires you to have a burning desire to
do good for the world. To be an active witness in the world is to show genuine
concern of the world.

It is a fact that many of the advances made on behalf of helping the world maintain
any sense of hope for the masses has come from kingdom people. The greatest
advances in prison reform, orphanages, medical care, abolition of slavery, abolition
of child labor and so on came first from God’s people especially since the 17t
Century.

Yet, this can lead to a great temptation.
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And what is our temptation? What is the great temptation if we do have a heart to
bear witness to the world, a true concern for the world? Well, isn’t the great
temptation there to actually compromise with the world? It many times are those
who desire to influence the world the most, who are most tempted to give in to the
thinking of the world. And so Jesus again reminds us that the great temptation in
effecting our concern for the world is a compromise with the world, becoming like
the world, ceasing to be light, but the only way we can do good to the world is to

be light. If we become darkness, we can do the world no good.

And so, we learn that we must hate the world without hating the world, but we
must learn to love the world without loving the world. That is what Jesus is saying
here. We must love the world without loving the world. Our love must be in
accordance with truth and it must be without compromise.

We must truly have a concern for people. We must truly love them in the sense of
looking out for their best interest, not simply feeling kindly towards them, but
tangibly looking out for their best interest. But even as we do so, we must not love
at the compromise of truth, or else our love ceases to be love. | am okay, you're
okay, is not the gospel, it is heresy. We do not show love by saying, | am okay,
you’re okay. In fact, the gospel is closer to | am not okay - you’re not okay. But the
Lord Jesus has done something about that and you can receive it if you embrace
Him by faith.

To love is not to condone sin. It is not love to say, oh God will accept you no
matter how you live towards Him, no matter how you relate to Christ. That is not
love. It is love to say, bow the knee. It is loving to say, kiss the Son, it is loving to
say, that way of living is opposition to God, and | love you so much that | risk your
rejection of me to tell you so. It is not love to say, oh we must embrace every
lifestyle, because how could we be judgmental about people in the way they chose

to live?
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So | ask, if they choose to be adulterers, is the loving thing to say to those
adulterers, "Oh God will bless you anyway." Is the loving thing to say to those who
choose perverted forms of sexuality to say to them, "Oh God will accept you
anyway," or is the loving thing to quote Paul and to say, that those who are thieves
and liars and adulterers and fornicators and perverse will not inherit the kingdom of
heaven.

If that is God’s truth, then it is not love to say it is not.

Those who truly love do not condone the sin of the world precisely because they
love. It is a love without compromise.

And that means for instance, when we show true godly love for the homosexual,
the alcoholic, the drug addict, the three-time loser, the wife abuser, or the nicest
person we know who rejects God, we do not condone the sinful choice of behavior.
We say we love, we love at cost, but your behavior will destroy you and it is an
affront to God and you must embrace Him if you would find the grace of
forgiveness. That is true love. And that is the love that Christ is calling us to in this

passage. Christians must remember who they are and what they are here for.

And Jesus reiterates that in verse 16, when He says, let your light shine before men
in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your father who is in
heaven. We are God’s people. We are salt and light. That is His estimation of us no
matter what the world thinks. And because we are salt and light, we must live in
such a way to bear witness to His work in us for He is working to will and to do his
good pleasure in us so work out your salvation..

Do we consciously in our callings - in our vocations, at work and in the
neighborhood, live so that the world knows whom we belong to?

Christians must live in this way not to draw attention to themselves. The Pharisees
did that. The Pharisees lived in such a way that the world would say, “how pious.”

We said earlier, we will get attention if we are living the norms of the Beatitudes.
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Christ says, My goal for you My disciples is that | want you to live in such a way
that they will see your good works and not praise you, but glorify the Father who is
in heaven .

“If we have no other way of doing good--if we are poor, and unlearned and
unknown--yet we may do good by our lives. No sincere and humble Christian lives in
vain. The feeblest light at midnight is of use.” Albert Barnes

And | will add to that because it will glorify my Father who is in Heaven.

As we finish this morning consider this final statement in relation to being salt and

light and its relationship to bringing glory to God the Father.

This is the first time in this Gospel that God is called Father. It will recur 44 times a
number only exceeded by John’s Gospel. In the Sermon on the Mount it occurs 16
times.

We get so accustomed to calling God our Father that we fail to realize how
revolutionary this was in Jesus’ day when thinking of “the high and lofty one who
inhabits eternity whose name is Holy, Isaiah 57:15, is how He was thought of.
Jesus forever changed the way we think of God.

Jesus forever changed the way we live for God.

Let’s pray that our thinking and our living is truly glorifying our Father who is in

Heaven for Jesus’ sake.



